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Understanding pet travel regulations is one of the most important steps when planning an international journey. Requirements can differ

depending on the airline, destination country, or even specific regions within a country. Preparing early and familiarizing yourself with these

rules helps ensure full compliance and prevents unexpected issues close to departure.

 

Live Animal Cargo – For medium to large pets traveling

internationally, cargo transport is the most commonly used option.

Although it may sound scary at first, when properly planned and

professionally handled, cargo travel is considered one of the safest

ways for pets to fly. Many airlines require bookings to be made

through an approved or known shipper to ensure correct

preparation, while some airlines may allow pet owners to book

directly. It’s best to contact the airline early to confirm their specific

pet transportation policies and available options.

5 Keys to Success:
If you are trying to plan your own international travel, consider

these 5 keys to success:

Pet Health – Brachycephalic (Snub Nosed), Age, Anxiety Preparation

Crate Size, Crate Conditioning, Proper Paperwork

Planning – Direct Flights, Planned Stops, Weather, Trained Handlers

Partnership – Communication, Backup Plans, Partners to Assist

Post Pet Care – Health Checks, Acclimation 

When speaking with the airline, ask about approved crate size and materials, any breed or species restrictions, and additional charges related

to pet travel. It’s also important to clearly understand the difference between in-cabin and cargo transport policies, as this can directly affect

your pet’s comfort and overall travel experience.

Next, research the pet import regulations of your destination country. Many countries have strict entry requirements for pets, including

quarantine periods, additional health certifications, and specific vaccination requirements. The USDA’s Animal and Plant Health Inspection
Service (APHIS) website is a valuable resource for finding accurate and up-to-date information on country-specific pet travel regulations. 

Your pet should be microchipped prior to travel to ensure clear and reliable identification at all times. Many pets of similar breeds and colors

can look alike, especially to unfamiliar handlers, which makes proper identification essential. Veterinarians and animal handling staff

routinely scan microchips to confirm a pet’s identity, so it is important that your contact details are accurate and up to date in the microchip

registry. The microchip number should also appear on your pet’s rabies vaccination certificate used for travel.

In addition, make sure all required vaccinations are valid and schedule a veterinary appointment to obtain a health certificate, which is

commonly required for both air and ground transportation. This document confirms that your pet is healthy, free from contagious diseases, and

fit to travel. The timing of the health certificate depends on the chosen travel method. Always keep the original certificate with your pet and

carry multiple copies along with vaccination records, as these documents may be requested at different stages of the journey.

In Cabin - Only small pets typically qualify for in-cabin travel, and most international flights do not allow pets in the cabin at all. If your pet

meets size requirements and you are flying domestically, this is often the preferred option. When owners cannot travel with their pets, pet

nanny or accompanied travel services may be considered.

Checked Baggage – Some airlines permit pets to travel as checked baggage on domestic routes, but this option is rarely available on long-

haul international flights. While it may be more cost-effective, it is important to understand the airline’s procedures for handling live

animals before choosing this option.

There are three types of air travel available to pets: in-cabin, checked baggage, and live animal cargo.  

Section 1: Understanding Pet Travel Regulations

Good questions to Ask:
 Make sure you’re aware of how your pet will be transported in advance

 Ask if the baggage handler trained  when handling live animals.
Confirm whether pet crates are palletized or secured with cargo nets.
Find out which cargo hold your pet will travel in.

Are the live animals loaded last and unloaded first? Are live animals held in
air conditioned or heated facilities and transported in temperature-
controlled vehicles?

https://www.aphis.usda.gov/aphis/home/
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Depending on your destination’s requirements, make sure the original documents travel with your pet and a copy of those documents

remains with you to present to the destination authorities.

To help your pet feel comfortable with the travel crate, it’s important to introduce it well before the departure date. Placing familiar items such

as a favorite toy or an item with your scent inside the crate can help create a sense of security. Allow your pet to spend time inside the crate

regularly, gradually extending the duration as they become more at ease.

You can also practice short car trips with your pet inside the crate to mimic the travel experience. This gradual exposure helps your pet develop

positive associations with the crate, significantly reducing anxiety on the day of the flight.

Ensuring your pet is healthy and fit for travel is a crucial aspect of preparation. Schedule a visit to your veterinarian for a comprehensive

check-up well before your travel date, usually a couple of months in advance. Discuss your travel plans with your vet and address any

health concerns or special needs your pet may have. If your pet is a brachycephalic breed have honest discussions with your vet about

their ability to handle stressful situations. Ask your vet to learn more about IPATAs Brachy Certification Program to ensure we are

protecting our loved ones.

Choosing the right travel crate is one of the most important steps to ensure your pet’s safety and comfort during air travel. 

Airlines follow IATA standards that regulate crate dimensions, materials, and structural design, so selecting a compliant carrier is essential.

The crate must allow your pet to stand upright, turn around naturally, and lie down comfortably, while still meeting the size limitations

required by the airline. It should be well-ventilated on at least four sides and constructed from strong, water-resistant materials to protect

your pet throughout the journey.

Section 2: Choosing the Right Pet Crate

Section 3: Preparing Your Pet’s Health for Travel

The crate must allow your pet to stand upright, turn around naturally, and
lie down comfortably, while still meeting the size limitations required by
the airline. It should be well-ventilated on at least four sides and
constructed from strong, water-resistant materials to protect your pet
throughout the journey.

Ensure all of your pet’s vaccinations are up-to-date and ask your veterinarian for a copy of your pet’s
medical records to carry with you during your travel. This can be invaluable in case of an emergency.



Preparing luggage for your pet is just as important as packing for yourself. The items you bring will depend on how your pet is traveling and

whether those items will accompany your pet or stay with you during the journey.

If your pet is traveling as checked baggage or cargo, airlines usually permit only a limited amount of food—typically enough for two to three

additional meals in case of delays. This food can be placed in a sealed bag and securely attached to the top of the crate. Avoid placing hard

toys, bones, or excessive padding inside the crate, as rigid objects may cause injury during turbulence and too much bedding can reduce

proper airflow. An absorbent pad is recommended to manage accidents or water spills, helping keep your pet dry. Familiar scents, such as a 

t-shirt with your smell or a light lavender spray, can provide added comfort. Leashes and collars should be removed before travel but may be

secured to the outside of the crate; it’s also wise to carry extras in case they go missing during transit. Medications are generally not allowed

to be attached to the crate, so special arrangements should be made with transit care facilities if your pet requires ongoing treatment.

If you are traveling together with your pet, prepare a separate travel kit 

containing essentials for the journey and first few days at your  destination. 

Feeding during travel is usually discouraged, but bringing  several days’ worth 

of food is recommended in case of unexpected delays. Pack collapsible food 

and water bowls, bottled water, and a few favorite toys to help keep your pet 

comfortable and occupied during and after travel. 

A basic first aid kit should also be included, with items such as bandages, antiseptic wipes, tweezers, and any supplies advised by your

veterinarian. Finally, remember to pack a leash and collar with an ID tag displaying your current contact information.

Preparing your pet emotionally and behaviorally for air travel is just as important as physical requirements. If your pet is unfamiliar with a

carrier or feel anxious when traveling, begin the small adjustment process. Gradually introduce the carrier as a safe and familiar space, and

use positive reinforcement to build comfort. Also help your pet get used to the travel environment by playing airplane sound recordings and

taking short car rides with pet inside the carrier. Reward calm behavior with treats and praise to encourage positive associations with travel.

If your pet is on any medications, ensure you have

enough to last the entire trip, plus a little extra in case of

unexpected delays. Pack these medications in their

original containers, clearly labeled with your pet’s name

and the dosage instructions.

If you have concerns about your pet’s behavior during travel, enrolling in a training class or consulting a professional trainer may be

beneficial. A well-prepared and confident pet is likely to experience less stress, ensuring a smoother journey for both you and your pet.

Section 4: Packing Essentials for Your Pet

Section 5: Training and Behavior Preparation

If your pet is not used to being handled by strangers, practice gentle handling exercises and expose
them to new people in a controlled and positive manner. This can help reduce stress during security
checks and boarding.



Upon arrival at your destination, promptly retrieve your pet and provide them with fresh water and a chance to stretch and relieve

themselves. Monitor your pet for any signs of stress or discomfort and give them time to adjust to their new environment.

If you have any concerns about their health or behavior, consult a veterinarian as soon as possible. Remember that your pet may be

disoriented after the flight, so give them plenty of time and space to acclimate to their new surroundings.
Provide a quiet, comfortable space for your pet to rest and recover from the journey. Ensure they have access to fresh water and offer them a

small meal once they have settled down. Keep an eye out for any signs of illness or distress, such as vomiting, diarrhea, lethargy, or changes
in behavior. If any of these symptoms persist, seek veterinary care immediately. In the days following your arrival, continue to monitor your

pet’s health and behavior closely. Gradually introduce them to their new

environment, allowing them to explore and become familiar with their surroundings at their own pace. If you have relocated to a different
climate, be mindful of the impact this may have on your pet and take steps to help them adjust so give them plenty of time and space to

acclimate to their new surroundings.

On travel date, it’s important to follow a checklist to ensure you have everything you need and that you arrive at the airport with plenty of time to

spare. No matter how your pet is flying, arrive early to allow ample time for check-in, security checks, and any unexpected delays.

Ensure your pet has  had a chance to relieve themselves and get a little energy out before travel. Do not feed your pet within two hours of

travel. 
If you are bringing your pet in cabin, follow the airline’s instructions for  boarding and ensure your pet’s carrier is securely placed under the

seat in front of you or in the designated pet travel area. During the flight, keep interactions with your pet to a minimum to help them remain
calm. Avoid opening the carrier during the flight and monitor your pet for any signs of distress.

Section 6: On Travel Date

Section 7: Arrival and Post-Flight Care



GET STARTED

www.daisypettransport.com

Preparing your pet for air travel requires careful planning, attention to detail, and a deep understanding of your pet’s needs and behavior. 

By following the guidelines outlined in this guide, you can help ensure a safe, comfortable, and stress-free journey for your furry friend.

If you’re unsure about the steps that need to be taken to successfully transport your pet, we’re here to help! Daisy Pet Transport  is

committed to providing expert advice, support, and services to pet owners embarking on air travel with their pets. Our team of experienced
professionals is here to assist you every step of the way, ensuring that your pet’s travel experience is as smooth and enjoyable as possible

We understand the unique challenges and concerns associated with pet air travel, and we are dedicated to helping you navigate this process
with confidence and ease. Trust in our expertise and let us be your partner in ensuring the welfare and safety of your pet during their journey.

Are you ready to start planning your pet’s  travel adventure? Contact Daisy Pet Transport today for personalized assistance, expert advice,

and access to a wide range of pet travel services. Visit our website to explore our resources, read client testimonials, and learn more about
how we can help make your pet’s travel experience a positive one. Don’t leave your pet’s travel preparations to chance. 

Choose Daisy Pet Transport and give your pet the care, attention, and expert support they deserve. 

Let’s embark on this journey together, ensuring a safe and happy travel experience for your furry friend.

Conclusion:
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